
The University of Mary Washington announces a new certificate program for teachers and other professionals who work with 
students with autism.  The Certificate in Teaching Students with Autism is unlike any other in Virginia, offering a combination of 
assistive technology with characteristics and methods courses.  The program also includes a Board Certified Associate Behavior 
Analyst (BCABA) option that allows individuals to complete an additional three graduate courses necessary to take the BCABA 
exam.  

Choose from three tracks to meet professional development goals:
  Teaching Students with Autism Certificate (12 credits)
  BCABA courses only (9 credits)
  Autism Certificate and optional classes to prepare for BCABA exam (18 credits)

Required Courses for the Autism Certificate (for teachers)
EDSE 533 Positive Approaches to Behavior Management (3 credits)
EDSE 537 Characteristics of Autism Spectrum Disorders (3 credits)
EDSE 538 Methods of Teaching Students with ASD (3 credits)
ITEC 531 Emerging and Assistive Technologies (3 credits)

Required Courses for the BCABA Course Sequence (for therapy purposes) 
EDSE 527 Principles of Learning and Motivation* (3 credits)
EDSE 528 Basic Methods of Applied Behavior Analysis* (3 credits)
EDSE 529 Techniques in Behavior Analysis* (3 credits)
*These three courses require field experience hours supervised by a Board Certified Behavior Analyst. Each of these courses meets BCABA 
standards for BCABA-related courses.

Required Courses for the Certificate with BCABA Option
EDSE 527 Principles of Learning and Motivation (3 credits)
EDSE 528 Basic Methods of Applied Behavior Analysis (3 credits)
EDSE 529 Techniques in Behavior Analysis (3 credits)
EDSE 537 Characteristics of Autism Spectrum Disorders (3 credits)
EDSE 538 Methods of Teaching Students with ASD (3 credits)
ITEC 531 Emerging and Assistive Technologies (3 credits)

APPLICATION DATES
Your application should be complete (application forms, transcripts, and all supporting documents) by the following dates:

  Fall Admission   Spring Admission   Summer Admission

         June 1          October 1           April 20

ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:
To be considered for the certificate, the applicant must be a licensed or provisionally licensed teacher, and is required to submit 
the following materials to the CGPS Office of Admissions. (BCABA Course Sequence Only: Eligible applicants include UMW 
undergraduates and other individuals with a bachelor’s degree, or who have permission from the instructor to take EDSE 527.)

Admissions requirements and applications may be reviewed and completed online at www.umw.edu/admissions/graduate. 
For more information about the Autism Certificate Program, contact Dr. H. Nicole Myers, Assistant Professor of Education, at 
nmyers@umw.edu or (540) 286-8026.  For questions concerning the application process, please contact the CGPS Admissions 
Office at graduate@umw.edu or (540)286-8088.

For additional program details: www.umw.edu/academics/degrees/master_education/autism_certificate
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